
GOVERNMENT NOTICE NO.  672 published on 25/12/98 
 

THE STANDARDS ACT, 1975 
 

(No. 3 of 1975) 
 

REGULATIONS 
 

Made under section 31 
 

THE STANDARDS (COMPULSORY BATCH CERTIFICATION OF IMPORTS) 
REGULATIONS, 1998 

 
PART I 

PRELIMINARY 
 
 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Standards (Compulsory Batch Certification 
of Imports) Regulations, 1998. 
 
2. In these Regulations unless the context otherwise requires: 
“Act”   means the Tanzania Bureau of Standards Act, 1975;  
“Bureau” means the Tanzania Bureau of Standards established under the Act; 
 
“batch certificate” means a certificate issued by the Bureau certifying or attesting that 
a particular import consignment or shipment of the commodity as sampled and 
attested conforms to the specified Tanzania  standard or international or foreign 
standard recognized by the Bureau;  
 
“compulsory batch certification” means collection of samples of the imported product 
from a consignment either at the port of entry into the United Republic of Tanzania or 
at agreed premises by the Bureau's inspectors or some other Bureau’s authorized third 
party impartial body, followed by subsequent testing and issuance of a test certificate 
testifying the clearance of the import for entry and sale into the United Republic of 
Tanzania; 
 
“Conditional release certificate” means a certificate issued by the Bureau to the 
importer allowing release of the imported goods from the customs custody after 
compliance with customs requirements while awaiting issuance of the batch 
certificate from the Bureau;  
 
“Impartial third party body” means a neutral, governmental or non-governmental 
body possessing the necessary competence, resource and reliability to test and certify 
products for conformity to the requirements of Tanzania standards or other designated 
international or foreign standards. 
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PART II 
 

APPLICATION FOR BATCH CERTIFICATE 
 
3.–      (1) Any importer of products covered by compulsory Tanzania standards shall,  
           at least one week before the arrival of their import shipment, apply to the  
           Bureau for the Batch Certificate.   
 

(2)  An application made under sub-regulation (1) shall be made in the 
prescribed forms obtainable from the Bureau or the Tanzania Revenue 
Authority. 
 
(3)  The applicant shall in making an application under this regulation, submit 
to the Bureau the application forms in triplicates together with the documents 
listed below: 
 

(a) Packing list;   
(b) The Port entry;  
(c) Invoice; 
(d) Bill of lading or Airway bill; 
(e) Clean report of findings from competent authority of the exporting 

country, if available; and  
(f) Test certificate from the country of origin as issued by the National 

Standards Body thereof; or its recognized testing authority in that 
country establishing conformity of the import shipment to the 
requirements of the Tanzania Standards,  or Bureau's recognized 
international or foreign standards.   

 
(4) Where the products covered by the Compulsory Tanzania Standards 
include foods and food products, the test certificate under paragraph (f) of sub-
regulation (3) shall indicate that the foods or food products are consumable in 
their country of origin. 
 

4.–       (1) An import shipment or consignment shall be sampled by the inspector and   
evaluated by the Bureau's duly authorized personnel to determine its 
compliance with the requirements of the applicable Tanzania standards or the 
Bureau's recognized international or foreign standards. 

 
(2)   Notwithstanding sub-regulation (1), where bilateral agreement has been  
signed between the Bureau and the exporting country's National Standards 
Body or recognized accredited laboratory abroad to do the inspection  and 
evaluation on behalf of the Bureau, the  Bureau shall issue Batch Certificate to 
the importer without collecting  samples for further evaluation. 

 
5.–    (1) Where shipments have been certified abroad under sub-regulation (2) of 

regulation 4, random samples may be taken from the shipment or after release 
of the shipment and retested by the Bureau. 

 
(2) Where the randomly picked up samples of the imported shipment reveal 
inconsistencies of the quality of the actual imported products with the test 
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certificates issued in the country of origin, all further subsequent shipments of 
these products from that country shall be subjected to individual shipment 
sampling and testing by the Bureau, regardless of the certification abroad. 
 
(3) Individual sampling and testing under sub-regulation (2) shall continue 
until such a time that consistent quality of the test certificates issued by the 
country of origin is re-established to the satisfaction of the Bureau. 
 
(4) Where the importer fails to re-establish quality of the test certificates 
issued by the country of the origin to the satisfaction of the Bureau, the 
bilateral agreement may be  terminated and the Bureau shall carry out all 
inspections, sampling and testing of all the products from the country. 

 
6. –    (1) The Bureau may, in tight supply situations, issue separate guidelines 

relating to the implementation of the Batch Certification for the products. 
 

(2) The guidelines, issued under sub-regulations (1), shall have concurrence 
with the respective industry, importers, the Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Agriculture and the Tanzania Revenue Authority. 

 
7. Where products imported into Tanzania are manufactured by foreign companies 
licensed to use the “tbs” Standards Mark by the Bureau, the manufacturer of such 
products shall not be required to apply for a Batch Certificate. 
 
8. –      (1) Where the imported commodity complies with the requirements of the   
           applicable Tanzania Standard or the Bureau’s recognized international or    
           foreign standard, the Bureau shall issue a Batch Certificate on a per shipment   
           or consignment basis as may be revealed on the bill of lading or way bill. 
 

(2) The Batch Certificate issued under sub-regulation (1) shall be duly signed 
and sealed by the Director of the Bureau or any other officer appointed by the 
Director. 

 
9. –      (1) No person shall in any  manner unload for the Tanzania  market any   
            commodities or products not conforming to the requirements of the Tanzania  
            Standards or the commodity or product on which no Batch Certificate has  
            been issued by the Bureau. 
 

(2) Any product or commodity which does not conform to the requirement of 
the Tanzania Standard may be re-exported to their countries of origin or 
disposed of within the United Republic of Tanzania. 
 
(3) The disposal of the commodities under sub-regulation (2) shall take 
cognizance of the environment. 
 
 (4) An importer or agent whose commodities or products are subject to re-
exportation or disposal under sub-regulation (2) shall bear the costs for re- 
exportation or disposal of the products as the case may be. 
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PART III 
 

ISSUANCE OF CONDITIONAL RELEASE CERTIFICATE 
 
10. –   (1) Where the importer has complied with customs requirements and if a  
           hundred percent (100%)  inspection and testing of the shipment is needed, and  
           completion of tests will take more than twenty working days, due to the nature  
           of testing specifications and procedure, the Bureau may issue conditional  
           release certificate of an import shipment from the custom’s custody.  
 

(2)  No person shall,  pending the issuance of the Batch Certificate, distribute, 
sell, use or transfer the shipment or consignment either in part or in whole to 
any person or any place other than the address specified in the conditional 
release certificate. 

 
 
 

PART IV 
 

DISPOSITION OF SAMPLES 
 

11. –    (1)  The Bureau  shall for a period of two weeks after the issuance of Batch  
            Certificate, retain all remaining samples drawn from a shipment after the   
            necessary conformity test. 
 

(2) The importer or owner of the samples retained under sub-regulation (1) 
shall be required to collect the samples from the Bureau after the expiry of two 
weeks from the date of issuance of Batch Certificate. 
 
(3)  Where the importer fails to collect the samples after the due date as 
required under sub-regulation (2) the Bureau shall have power to dispose of 
the samples in accordance with the standing procedure of the Bureau. 

 
 
 

PART V 
 

FEES AND PENALTIES 
 
 
12. –    (1) An importer or his agent shall have the duty to pay fees to the Bureau. 
 

(2) The fees charged under sub-regulation (1) shall include:  
 

(a) a  non-refundable application fee payable upon filling the application 
forms; 

 
(b) transport, board and lodging costs of the Bureau's  inspectors during 

the inspection and sampling of the shipment;  
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(c) testing fees which include all expenses pertaining to testing of samples 
by the Bureau or any other accredited laboratory as clearly recalled in 
the schedule of fees available from the Bureau; and  

 
(d) batch certificate fee or fees equivalent to 0.2 percent of the Cost and 

Freight (“C” and “F”) value which covers guarantee costs as well as 
random market surveillance samples after release of the consignment 
to the market.  

 
13. Any person who contravenes any of these regulations commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction to a fine or imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years.                                    
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